
 

PPrr eessbbyytteerr yy  TTiimmeess  

RECAPITULATION OF PRESBYTERY 
MEETING 9/23/08 
 
The Presbytery of Tropical Florida met on Tuesday 23 
September in the sanctuary of the Memorial 
Presbyterian Church, West Palm Beach. We were 
warmly 
 
WELCOMED  by the host pastor, The Rev. Dr. William 
Stepp.  We also 
 
CELEBRATED Moderator David Luhrsenôs birthday with 
a massive cake.  And 
 
CONGRATULATED our beloved Executive Presbyter, 
The Rev. Dr., Arlene Gordonôs completion of five (5) 
years of service to the presbytery with a gorgeous 
display of pink roses, a gift from Chicoôs, and a standing 
ovation.  We also 
 
WERE SURROUNDED by evidences of the Spirit as we 
proceeded through the day in an environment of prayer 
and worship.  In addition we 
 
CONDUCTED the business of the Presbytery with 
dignity and dispatch 
 
NAMED the members of two Administrative 
Commissions and an Investigation Committee 
 
APPROVED  overwhelmingly the consent agenda 
 
EXAMINED Brad Klostreich, a candidate for the position 
of Associate Pastor of Palm City Church and 
 
ACCEPTED him unanimously. 
 
WORSHIPED under the inspired leadership of The Rev. 
Mr. David Kwon, Associate Pastor of the Korean 
Presbyterian Church of North Miami, who spoke 
eloquently about the need of evangelism throughout the 
denomination and especially in this presbytery. 
 
ENJOYED  a delicious box lunch and the friendship and 
fellowship of our fellow presbyters 
 

SANG loudly and lustily under the accompaniment of 
Auwina Weed from Key West, Trinity. 
 
HEARD reports from a variety of committees 
 
ADJOURNED to meet on 22 November at Sunset 
Church, Ft. Lauderdale. 

 

CLUES FROM THE CLERK 
 
Many thanks to all of you who have attended the session 
minute reading sessions in Regions 1 and 2. If you did 
not attend the Stated Clerk is planning to review your 
books at sometime during the month of October. I will be 
in touch with you or your pastor to set a mutually 
convenient time. Region 3ôs minutes & registers will be 
examined on  
NOVEMBER 8 AT MIAMI SHORES. 10AM TO NOON.  
 
I will send you a special invitation. Please save the date 
Hispanic churches in Region 3 will have their own 
reading session. Please check with Rev. Elias Collado 
for date and time. 
 

Birthdays 
7  John Kirkham, Pastor - Faith, Palm Springs 
9  Dwayne Black, HR 
9  David Massey, Pastor - Plantation, Plantation 
9  Jason Hefner,MOS 
13  Brace Bateman, HR 
28  Carol Trax, MOS 
30  Norman Dalton, HR 
 

Ordinations 
1 Robert Palisin, HR 
1  Jason Hefner, MOS 
15  Rosalia Orta, HR 
16  Kernie Kostrub, Pastor - Glades, Boca Raton 
14  David Welton, MOS 
29  Lucky Arnold, Pastor - First, North Palm Beach 
30  Edwin Gonzalez-Gertz,  

Pastor - Cypress, Pompano Beach  
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GGOO,,  AANNDD  MMAAKKEE  DDIISSCCIIPPLLEESS  OOFF    

AALLLL  NNAATTIIOONNSS!!  
 
The Great Commission sent the first missionaries to 
Korea in 1883.  First Christian missionaries were Dr. H. 
N. Allen, a medical doctor and Rev. Horace G. 
Underwood, the first Presbyterian minister.  Together 
they followed Jesusô model of preaching, teaching, and 
healing for the kingdom of God.  Through their mission 
and evangelism, Korean people living in the darkness 
have seen the Light.  Today, quarter of entire South 
Korean population is Christian.  Among the protestant 
denomination, the Presbyterians make up the majority.  
They sent out over 15,000 
missionaries all over the 
world. 
 
With immigration to the U.S., 
currently there are about 
400 Korean American 
Presbyterian churches in the 
PC(USA).  Korean 
Presbyterian Church of 
Miami (KPCM) is one of 
them.  We are the fruits of 
the gospel seed which the 
Presbyterian Mission Board 
planted during the end of 
19

th
 and the early part of the 

20
th
 century.  Our parents 

and grandparents became 
the first converts to the Christian faith from Buddhism, 
Shamanism, and Confucianism.   
 
We, at the KPCM, believe God has sent us to South 
Florida, the gateway to Latin America, for a purpose.  
We know we are indebted to the love of Christ Jesus 
showed to us through the cross.  We know we are 
indebted to the love of the missionaries to Korea for their 
sacrifice.  In obedience to the same call, we are 
committed to Godôs mission to the South Florida and to 
the Central America and Mexico.  Each spring, we begin 
training our members for the summer mission trip to 
Mexico, Cuba, and Guatemala.  This year we sent 36 
youths and adults to Yucatan, Mexico, 8 adults to Cuba, 
and 22 adults to Guatemala. 
   
Having experienced the mighty power of the Holy Spirit 
work through me in Guatemala last year, I expected the 
Holy Spirit to show us the signs that He was indeed with 
us.  The Holy Spirit did not disappoint us.    22 members 
made up the Guatemala mission team, consisting of 
medical team, dental team, oriental medicine team, eye 
and vision team, beauty salon team, skit team, Vacation 
Bible School Team, and kitchen team.  Everyone 
participated in the praise and worship.  For many months 
we practiced Spanish songs and Qeôchi songs and 
worship dances for them. 
   

When the adults are standing in line to see the medical 
personnel (some of them waited all day and had to came 
back the next day), their children were participating in 
watching the Prince of Egypt, Noahôs Ark, doing various 
crafts, watching puppet shows, and learning new songs 
and motions.  After serving the Qeôchi people with their 
physical needs all day, the entire team stopped all 
medical ministries by 4pm to participate in the door to 
door evangelism in the deep mountain villages.  
Sometimes we hiked over an hour in the soaking rain 
through the mountain trails just to get to a house to visit.  
We shared our personal testimonies of our lives of 
before and after we invited Jesus/God into our lives.  We 
prepared how to share the gospel effectively knowing 

that the Holy Spirit will use us to 
reach out to a broken and 
wounded spirit.  
  
Each evening was the high light.  
We shared that our Master sent 
us for them.  Our Master was the 
one providing them the food to 
enjoy, meeting their medical 
needs, and entertaining their 
children.  Our Master threw this 
party for them and we were His 
servants.  We explained to them 
that we came because our 
Master sent us for them.  They 
were asked to come to the 
evening worship so that they can 

hear about the Master during each nightôs Holy Spirit 
filled, tears flowing, healing worship. 
 
In all we served 3,477 Qeôchi people in Christ Jesusô 
name.  The three village churches we worked out of 
reported 100% to 300% increase in the converts to 
Christian faith.  The Holy Spirit showed us amazing 
signs.   
 
Riding an over-weighted mini bus six hours through the 
steep mountain side roads in treacherous rain can make 
anybody fear for their life.  22 sleep deprived mission 
team members can easily complain and get on each 
otherôs nerves.  Yet, through the work of the Holy Spirit, 
we continued to become one with God, with each other, 
and with the Qeôchi people.  Each of the 22 humbled 
themselves in the most harsh conditions so that only 
Christ Jesus could increase where they decreased.   
We, Korean Presbyterians, could not exist here today 
without the sacrifices of the missionaries from The 
Presbyterian Mission Board 120 years ago.  Korean 
American Presbyterians have come a full circle with their 
mother denomination.  We are both connected at the 
roots.  We look forward to the partnership in mission with 
all members of the Tropical Florida Presbytery. 
 
Rev. David Kwon 
Pastor for Multi-Ethnic Ministry, Korean Presbyterian 
Church of Miami 
(Rev. Jung Yn Shin, Pastor) 


